EL DEBER, 18 de Julio de 2007
Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia

A FIRM STEP AHEAD:

A SOLIDARITY FOUNDATION.- To the Cuban medical campaign supported by the Government
another one is observed that has benefited more than 1500 persons suffering from visual problems in
San Borja and El Torno. This is the case of a Swedish organization which provides eyeglasses to

those who need them. Vision For All gives proof by taking action.

Fundacion sueca ayuda a gente de El Torno

ALEXANDER TERRAZAS. EL TORNO

Maés de 1.500 personas con
problemas de la vista, de San
Borja y El Torno, se han benefi-
ciado con anteojos gracias a la
cooperacion de la fundacion
sueca For All (Visién para to-
dos). Las atenciones continua-
rdn esta semana en las unida-
des educativas de Jorochito y
LaAngostura.

El encargado del grupo sue-
co, John Gody, manifest6 que
el objetivo de la fundacién es

realizar exdmenes de la vista y

distribuir anteojos a personas
de escasos recursos econémi-

Swedish Foundation helps
the People of “El Torno”

More than 1500 people with visual problems from
San Borja and El Torno were benefited with eyeglasses
thanks to the cooperation of the Swedish organization,
Vision For All. The services will continue this week in
the educative communities of Jorochito and La

Angustura.

The leader of the group, John Godoy, explained the
purpose of VFA is to provide eye exams and eyeglasses
to the poorest. Moreover, it wishes to raise the
consciousness of how important good visual acuity is.
“We are only charging 8 Bs to cover some costs and
above all so that the people can appreciate more what

cos. Ademds, concienciar so-
bre la importancia del cuida-
do de la vista. “Sélo estamos
cobrando Bs 8 para cubrir al-
gunos gastos y sobre todo pa-
ra que la gente valore lo que
sele da’, comentd.

Dijo que diariamente atien-
den mds de 100 personas y que
en una semana de trabajo en la
zona ya se ha logrado dotar de
mas de 1.500 anteojos.

Segiin Gody, la fundacién
tiene su centro de operaciones
en Suecia, donde recibe la ma-
yor parte del apoyo que depen-

de de contribuciones volunta-

rias de personas, compaiifas y

organizaciones. El trabajo que
vienen efectuando en pobla-
ciones de San Borja y El Torno
consiste en realizar la medida
de la vista, y en funcién del es-
tudio se proporciona a la gente
los lentes de acuerdo a su me-
dida. El grupo voluntario estd
conformado por dos profesio-
nales en oftalmologia y dos es-
tudiantes, todos suecos. Este es
el segundo ano consecutivo
que la fundacién se hace pre-
sente en Bolivia. Sin embargo,
la organizacién también traba-
ja en Chile, Nicaragua, Guate-
mala, Perti y otros paises de La-
tinomeérica y Africa.

CAMPANA. Uno de los oftalmdlogos suecos mide los lentes a una mujer

they are getting”, Godoy commented.

He explained that each day more than 100 persons were attended and that in one week of work in
the region more than 1500 pair of eyeglasses had been distributed.

According to Godoy, VFA has its center of operations in Sweden, where it receives the greatest
part of its support which depends on contributions from individuals, companies and organizations.
The work done in places like San Borja and EI Torno consist in doing the eye exam and providing
the eyeglasses. The group consists of 2 optometrists and 2 students — all Swedes. This is the second
year running that VFA visits Bolivia. VFA works also in Chile, Nicaragua, Guatemala, Pert and
other countries in Latin America and Africa.



